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Suggested  Reading 

You’re in the mood for…
 
An Epic Thriller  

Isle of Ever  
by Jen Calonita  
Things have 
always been 
tough for 12-
year-old Benny. 
Then she learns 
she’s in line 

to inherit a massive fortune—but 
only if she can crack centuries-old 
riddles and find a hidden island, in 
just two weeks. With help from 
new friends, she dives into a wild 
adventure involving a rare Blood 
Orange Moon, a deadly 1825 
epidemic, and long-buried family 
secrets. Ancient letters and 
magical forces blur the lines 
between past and present as 
danger builds and the clock  
ticks down. 
 
A Postapocalyptic Quest 

The Flicker by 
H.E. Edgmon  
One year ago, 
Earth was 
scorched by the 
sun, destroying 
most of life as we 
know it. With 

their parents gone, stepsisters 
Millie and Rose set out to save 
Millie’s grandmother, a Seminole 
elder, in far-off South Carolina. On 
the way, they join a troupe of kid 
survivors that call themselves the 
Lost Boys. Danger! Run-ins with 
corporate goons!  Identity and 
found family! 

 
History on Horseback 

Will’s Race For 
Home by Jewell 
Parker Rhodes  
It is 1889, and 
Will and his 
father—who had 
been enslaved 
before the Civil 

War—set out on a dangerous 
journey, racing against thousands 
in the Oklahoma Land Rush for a 
chance to claim property of their 
own. They brave treacherous 
wilderness, outlaws, and 
venomous snakes—all in pursuit 
of a dream long denied to families 
like theirs. Along the way, they’re 
joined by a mysterious ex-Union 
soldier whose presence draws 
both hope and unwanted 
attention. Ultimately, it falls on 
Will to fight for a home he’s never 
known. 
 
 
 
 

 
A Library Book, of course 

The Secret 
Library by Kekla 
Magoon   
Winner of the 
student-chosen 
2025 Saint Ann’s 
Mock Newbery 
Medal! Annoyed 

with her mom and sad about the 
recent death of her adventure-
loving grandpa, 11-year-old Dally 
lashes out. She opens a letter from 
her grandfather that was meant to 
stay sealed until she turned 21. It 
leads her to a library of books that 
are portals to the past. Adventure! 
Family mystery! What choice will 
Dally make about her destiny? 
 
Orphan Power! 

The Midwatch 
Institute for 
Wayward Girls  
by Judith Rossel 
After getting in 
trouble yet again 
at the orphanage 
— yes, she pushed 

that boy into the bay, but he was a 
bully and deserved it—Molly is 
sent to the Midwatch Institute, a 
home for the worst of the worst. 
She’s terrified, but what she finds 
there couldn’t be more surprising. 
Spying! Crime-solving! Friendship! 
Heart! As you read, you’ll learn 
some tricks yourself—like how to 
send messages in Morse code and 
how to shout extremely loudly. 
Great if you liked The Swifts.  

You’ll find all of the books on this list on Sora (the Saint Ann’s digital library)   https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny For Sora instructions flip to last page of this list. 

https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny
https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny


 

 

  

Daybreak on Raven Island 
by Fleur Bradley 
Noah, Tori, and 
Marvin are not 
friends and 
they’d rather be 
anywhere else 
than with each 
other on their 
class trip to the 

abandoned Raven Island prison. But 
then the three stumble upon a dead 
body in the woods and miss the 
ferry home. They must spend the 
night on the island and work 
together to uncover a killer, outrun 
a bizarre ghost-hunting crew, and 
reveal the ancient secrets of the 
island—all before daybreak. 

Spirit Service 
by Sarena Nanua 
and Sasha Nanua 
An old rotary 
phone rings, and 
Raveena and her 
friends are 
shocked when it 
connects them to 
the afterlife. 

They help one of their 
grandmothers move on peacefully, 
then set up a business uniting 
people with the ghosts of their 
loved ones. But soon the girls begin 
to see that not all spirits are 
interested in peacefully moving on. 
Cozy and spooky with otherworldly 
Babysitter’s Club vibes. 

Hide and Seeker 
by Daka Hermon 
This book is 
scary. Justin’s 
best friend Zee 
had been missing 
for more than a 
year. Now he’s 
back, and his 
mom throws him 

a party where kids start a game of 
hide-and-seek. Justin notices that 
Zee just isn’t himself, and when Zee 
starts muttering rhymes about a 
seeker who will take them all, it 
makes Justin’s blood run cold. Then, 
one by one, the kids who played the 
game start disappearing. Can Justin 
and his friends defeat the seeker? 

Clutch Time 
by Caron Butler 
and Justin A. 
Reynolds 
KO is living the 
dream—at least 
that’s what it 
seems like. At 14, 
he’s just been 

ranked the top youth basketball 
player in the nation. Then, his 
former best friend—also a star 
player—comes back into town from 
overseas and challenges him to a 
one-on-one game, and his father, 
long absent from the family, is set 
to return. How can he handle the 
changes? One of this book’s authors 
was an NBA star himself, so it’s 
packed with game-time action but 
also offers lots of real-life emotional 
drama.  
 
 

Fast Pitch 
by Nic Stone 
When Shenice 
becomes captain 
of the first all-
Black girls’ 
softball team in 
her town, a 
tough first loss 

shakes her confidence. Then, her 
father reveals that her great-
grandfather was a Negro League 
star whose career ended in a 
scandal. As she dives into the 
mystery behind his unjust downfall, 
she balances high-stakes games, 
school pressure, and unexpected 
discoveries. With each clue, Shenice 
uncovers more about her family’s 
past, the history of racism toward 
Black athletes, and herself. But just 
when the truth seems within reach, 
a new twist raises the stakes even 
higher. 

The 
Academy 
by T.Z. Layton 
Leo is a star 
soccer player 
with dreams of 
Olympic gold and 
the pros, but he 

lives in small town USA and has 
never even flown on a plane. How 
could it ever happen? Then, a scout 
spots Leo’s playing and invites him 
to try out for the youth squad of a 
world-famous Premier League 
team—in England. Next thing he 
knows, he’s jetting to tryouts, 
where 11 out of 200 of the best 
youth players in the world will be 
chosen. There’s tons of drama on 
the pitch, along with a bully who 
has it out for Leo, and a roommate 
to deal with who is just ... not fun. 
Plus, four sequels to read!



 

 

Family Week 
by Sarah Moon 
Every summer, four 
best friends and 
their parents meet 
up for Family 
Week—a gigantic, 
joyful celebration of 
LGBTQ families in 

Provincetown, MA. But this year, 
everything feels different: Mac just 
flunked seventh grade, Avery’s dads 
are splitting up, Milo’s facing a huge 
move, and Lina is desperately trying 
to hold everything together. So 
much heart! So good!   

Camp Murderface  
by Josh Berk and Saundra Mitchell 
It’s the summer of 1983. Corryn and 
Tez are brought together by eerie 
phenomena at their camp and 
rumors of a haunted lake that 
requires the sacrifice of a camper 
every couple of decades. Their 
unlikely friendship grows as they 
confront Camp Sweetwater’s sinister 
past, racing to uncover the truth 
before it's too late. 

 
The Long Way Around 

by Anne Nesbet  
Three cousins have 
talked their parents 
into letting them 
camp for a night 
alone in the 
Sequoia National 
Park. They set up 

their tent and 12-year-old Owen, the 
oldest, starts cooking dinner. Then—
CRASH—the earth starts moving. 
The trail back no longer exists. While 
Owen fights panic, Vivian, who’s 11, 
takes charge, and 8-year-old Amy, 
who really doesn’t like hiking that 
much it turns out, does her best—as 
summer adventure turns more high-
stakes than they’d ever imagined. 
You will love these kids! This book is 
suspenseful, funny in parts, and un-
put-downable. 
 

Take it From the Top 
by Claire Swinarski  
For Eowyn and 
Jules, every 
summer at 
Lamplighter Lake 
Camp meant 
theater magic and 
unbreakable 

friendship—until the spotlight 
revealed growing cracks between 
them. Eowyn, grieving her mother 
and feeling invisible at home, envies 
Jules’s confidence and close-knit 
family. Jules, at camp on scholarship, 
resents Eowyn’s privilege and 
constant need for attention. When 
they land starring roles in Wicked, 
long-buried tensions threaten to 
tear them apart. Spanning six camp 
summers, this is a heartfelt, high-
drama story of friendship and 
finding your voice. 
 

 
From Night Owl to 

Dogfish  
by Holly Goldberg 
Sloan & Meg 
Wolitzer 
Avery and Brett 
have nothing in 
common—until their 
dads fall in love and 

decide the girls should meet by 
going to sleepaway camp. Together. 
What?? Written entirely in emails 
and letters, this hilarious book has 
lots of heart, drama, and camp! 
 

 

 
The Last Last-Day-of-
Summer by Lamar Giles 
Cousins (and detectives) Otto and 
Sheed are coming to the end of 
another summer of contests, 
mysteries, and triumphs in the crazy 
town of Fry, Virginia, where their 
grandmother lives and where weird 
things just happen. As they bicker 
over what to do on their last day, a 
mysterious stranger appears with a 
camera and literally FREEZES TIME. 
Can they put aside their squabbles 
long enough to save the town? 
There’s an awesome sequel:  
The Last Mirror on the Left.  



 

 

Blood in the Water  
by Tiffany 
Jackson 
What a thriller! 
Kaylani, who’s 
12 and from 
Brooklyn, is 
spending the 
summer with 
family friends in 

their huge house on Martha’s 
Vineyard. At first, it’s great—the 
beach, lots of cool Black history, 
and a break from problems at 
home. Then the death of a 
popular teen boy rocks the 
community. Was it sharks, 
drowning—or murder? Kaylani, 
who has some experience, is 
determined to solve the mystery.  
 
Mystery on Magnolia 

Circle  
by Kate Klies  
On the first day 
of summer 
vacation, Ivy 
falls down the 
stairs and 
breaks her leg. 
Stuck in a giant 

cast, all she can do is look out the 
window and watch other people 
having fun. Then, she sees a 
burglary happen right in front of 
her. She teams up with her 
neighbor and best friend, Teddy 
(who’s also in a terrible mood—his 
dog just died), to find the culprit. 
And before they get far, another 
mystery rears its head. If this 
reminds you of a famous old 
movie, you’re on the right track! 
 

The Tontine Caper  
by Dianne K. 
Salerni 
It’s 1901, and 
11-year-old 
Nico has spent 
five long years 
working at a 
mountain inn 
to pay off a 

debt after his grandfather’s 
sudden death. Just when he 
decides to escape, a group of 
quirky guests arrives, all 
competing for a fortune that only 
one of them can win—by  
outliving the others! Secrets are 
revealed and Nico finds himself in 
the middle of wild schemes, close 
calls, and surprising twists. With 
strange characters, funny 
disasters, and tons of clues to 
follow, this mystery adventure is 
packed with excitement and 
laughs. 
 
What Happened to 

Rachel 
Riley?  
by Claire 
Swinarski 
“I hope you 
learn from 
everything in 
this box how 
Rachel Riley 

went from being the most popular 
girl to a Complete Social Outcast 
of the First Degree.” Anna, a new 
kid at East Middle School, uses 
social media posts, emails, and 
other artifacts to solve what to her 
is the biggest mystery about her 
new school for a class project 
called an “un-essay.” Riveting! 
 
 

Gus and Glory  
by Sarah 
Guillory  
Glory is a 
mystery fiend. 
She’s either 
solving a puzzle 
or has her nose 
in an Agatha 
Christie book. 

Then, her mom leaves without a 
word. Glory is clueless. Where did 
her mom go? And, why? Sent to 
spend the summer with her 
grandparents, she finds a 
bloodhound who needs her and 
together they start to put the 
puzzle pieces together. This is a 
mystery that tugs at your 
heartstrings. 
 

Opal Watson: Private 
Eye  
by Brittany J. 
Thurman  
Opal loves 
solving 
mysteries—like 
finding a 
neighbor’s 
missing 

cat. But now she’s faced with 
a case that’s different and 
more disturbing. There are 
strange sounds in the walls of 
her family’s old Chicago 
apartment building and it seems 
developers want to demolish the 
building and build a new one so 
they can charge higher rent. With 
her cousin, her best friend, and 
the trusty cane she calls 
“Pinkerton”—she uses it because 
her eyesight is dimming due to a 
genetic condition—Opal digs in. 
Can she solve the case before time 
runs out?Whooo- 

dunnit? 



 

 

The Enemy’s Daughter 
by Anne 
Blankman 
It’s 1915 and 
World War I is 
raging. Marta 
and her father, 
desperate to get 
home to 
Germany, are 

passengers on the huge oceanliner 
Lusitania. On board, Marta’s father 
is arrested for being German—just 
before a German torpedo sinks the 
ship, killing nearly 2,000 people. 
Marta survives and finds herself 
alone in England—enemy territory 
to her— and disguises her 
nationality. Taken in by a kind 
family with a girl her age, she must 
live a secret. A real page turner with 
great characters. 
 
 

The Forgotten Summer of 
Seneca 
by Camryn 
Garrett 
Did you know 
that one of the 
largest free Black 
communities in 
New York City 
before the Civil 

War was a place called Seneca 
Village? It was on the edge of what 
is now Central Park and was 
destroyed to build the park. In this 
book, 12-year-old Rowan, grieving 
the death of her father, is spending 
the summer in Manhattan with her 
aunt. In Central Park with her dad’s 
old camera, she stumbles upon a 
portal to a magical Seneca Village. A 
riveting tale of history, friendship, 
and mystery.  

Max in the Land of Lies 
by Adam Gidwitz 
Thirteen-year-old 
Max, who is 
Jewish, 
parachutes into 
Nazi Germany on 
a mission from 
the British 
government: 

infiltrate the Nazi propaganda 
ministry. He is also desperate to 
rescue his parents, whom he left 
behind in hopes of becoming a 
spy—but he’s not telling that to his 
spy bosses. Sequel to the amazing 
Max in the House of Spies. Read that 
one first if you like! 

Malcolm Lives!  
by Ibram X. 
Kendi 
How did 
Malcolm X—born 
Malcolm Little in 
Omaha, 
Nebraska—
become the civil 
rights hero we’ve 

all learned about? This riveting new 
biography, published on the 100th 
anniversary of his birth, breaks it all 
down—from X’s early childhood to 
his time in a white foster family, to 
his tireless fight for social justice. 
Reads like fiction.

Where Are the Aliens  
by Stacy 
McAnulty 
If we aren’t 
alone in the 
universe, where 
is everybody? 
What’s the story 
with Area 51? Is 
there a secret 

government UFO report? What’s 
the mathematical chance other life 
forms exist? How do scientists listen 
to and (possibly!) communicate 
with far-off exoplanets?  Intrigued? 
If yes, you’ll love this fun and 
information-packed book, which is 
dedicated to “You, reader, and 
future extraterrestrial visitors.”

Is It Real? The Loch Ness 
Monster  
by Candace 
Fleming 
“You are an 
investigator for 
the Black Swan 
Scientific 
Investigation 
team,” this book 

informs you in Chapter 1. You 
examine the evidence—including 
sightings, footprints, DNA tests, and 
more—then  decide: Is there really 
a giant creature lurking in the 
Scottish lake? 

FYI:  
Owls are 

real. 
  
 
 



 

 

Unboxing Libby  
by Steph 
Cherrywell  
It’s 2200 and 
humans have 
decided it’s time 
to settle Mars. As 
a test, they 
populate the 

planet with intelligent humanoid 
robots who have personality types 
based on characters from popular 
TV shows. There are the timid 
“Giselles,” sporty “Robins,” bully 
“Roxannes,” and shining star 
“Libbies.” As a Libby, Max knows 
she is supposed to be cheery and 
kind to all, but she just doesn’t feel 
it. A sci-fi romp with great 
characters that will make you think 
about identity and expectations.  
 

Emma and the Love Spell 
By Meredith Ireland  
Emma’s best friend (and secret 
crush) is moving away because her 
parents are getting a divorce. 
Emma—a witch adopted from 
Korea into a white non-witch 
family—has promised her parents 
she’d never use magic. But would 
one little spell really be so terrible? 

Cincinnati Lee: 
Cursebreaker  
by Heidi Heilig 
Cincinnati’s family is 
cursed, and it’s all 
because of her 
great-great-great 
grandfather, a 

famed archaeologist who stole a 
sacred idol from Peru. Determined 
to break the curse and return looted 
artifacts, she sets out on an Indiana 
Jones-style adventure that involves 
her friends, evil villains, still more 
curses, art auctions in New York, 
and a houseboat in Paris. So fun! 
 

Stowaway  
by John David 
Anderson  
At first, Leo thought 
it was cool when 
aliens landed on 
Earth. Then, a space 
war broke out that 
killed Leo’s mother. 

Now, desperate to survive, Leo is 
stowed away aboard a spacecraft 
commanded by a band of pirates. 
Can he reunite with what remains 
of his family and help restore peace 
to the universe?  
 

A World Worth Saving  
by Kyle Luckoff  
An action-packed 
adventure about a 
trans boy named A 
whose unaccepting 
parents take him to 
meetings to “fix” 

him. After a friend from the meeting 
disappears, A discovers the leader is 
actually a demon. With the help of a 
creature from Jewish mythology, A 
finds that he has supernatural 
powers. A to the rescue! 

What Fell From the Sky  
by Adrianna Cuevas It’s 1952 and 
the U.S. is panicked by the threat of 
a nuclear bomb from the Soviet 
Union. When Pineda finds a 
frightened, blue, six-toed girl in his 
family’s barn, he soon realizes she’s 
not from Earth—and that the huge 
U.S. Army force that just arrived in 
his West Texas town is not there for 
anti-Communist exercises like they 
claim. They’re looking for her. This 
book has it all: wacky adventure, 
friendship, courage, and laughs. 
 

The Gate, the Girl, and 
the Dragon  
by Grace Lin  
Jin, a stone lion 
spirit, should be 
concerned with 
guarding the sacred 
sphere and the 

humans on the other side of the city 
gate, but he just wants to play 
zuqium (the stone spirit version of 
soccer). When he knocks the sphere 
into the human world he winds up 
stuck there. His realm is now under 
threat. With the help of a human 
girl and a worm claiming to be a 
dragon, can Jin make things right?



 

 

The Trouble With Heroes  
by Kate Messner 
A suspenseful 
adventure in 
verse filled with 
heartbreaking 
emotion. Finn 
must climb the 
46 tallest peaks 
in the Adirondack 

Mountains before Labor Day. His 
only companion? The dog of a 
woman whose gravestone he 
knocked down. Why? Reeling from 
the death of his heroic father, Finn 
had fallen behind in school and was 
caught on video vandalizing the 
cemetery. The mountains are his 
payback—a compromise agreed to 
in lieu of a huge fine that his family 
could not afford. In nature, Finn 
wrestles with grief, loss, anger and 
the idea of forgiveness. 
 
Heroes by Alan Gratz  

It’s 1941 and 
World War II is 
raging elsewhere, 
but best friends 
Frank and 
Stanley—whose 
dads are 
stationed at the 
Pearl Harbor 

naval base—are living the good life 
in Hawaii. Then, everything 
explodes. The Japanese attack. 
While the boys manage to escape 
the torpedoes and bullets—barely—
life changes forever, especially for 
Stanley, whose mom is Japanese 
American. Now, she is “the enemy” 
to many. Can their friendship and 
dreams survive? If you like this one, 
look on Sora for more books by the 
author, Alan Gratz. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All the Blues 
in the Sky  
by Renee 
Watson 
Sage's 13th 
birthday was 
supposed to be 
about movies 

and snacks, and staying up late with 
her best friend. Instead, it was the 
day her best friend died. In a 
counseling group with others who 
have lost someone close, she learns 
that not all losses are the same. 
There is sadness, loneliness, guilt, 
love. Even as Sage grieves, she 
learns to let new, good things into 
her life. (In verse.) 
 

The Remarkable Journey 
of Coyote 
Sunrise  
by Dan 
Gemeinhart 
Coyote and her 
father have been 
on the road in a 
school bus for 
five years—ever 

since her mom and sisters were 
killed in a tragic car accident. Her 
father won’t even talk about going 
home. Then, Coyote hears that a 
park where she, her mom, and her 
sisters hid a memory box is about to 
be demolished. She decides she 
must go get it before it’s too late. 
The trick will be getting her dad to 
take her there. The sequel is Coyote 
Lost and Found.  

 

It's All or Nothing, Vale  
by Andrea Beatriz Arango  
  All these months of staring at the wall? 
  All these months of feeling weak? 
  It’s ending— 
  I’m going back to fencing. 
  And then it’ll be 
  Like nothing ever happened. 
 

Valentina was a champion fencer—
until a terrible accident. She’s finally 
cleared to fence, but she is not her 
old self. Will life ever be the same?  
Should it be?  
  
The 101 Dalmatians  

by Dodie Smith 
Here’s a tough 
situation: Being a 
dog couple whose 
puppies have 
been kidnapped 
by an evil woman 
determined to 
make fur coats 
out of them. The 

book that led to all the movies and 
cartoons is SHOCKINGLY GOOD. 
Adventure! Peril! Humor! And, of 
course, the super cool Twilight Bark. 

What can I 
say? I love a 

good cry. 
 



 

 

J vs. K by Kwame Alexander  
and Jerry Craft 
Everyone knows it: J is the best 
artist in the fifth grade and K is the 
best writer. They take each other on 
in their school’s creativity contest, 
each hoping to crush the other with 
the help of lots of tricks, bad advice, 
and other pranks. The authors of 
this hilarious book—Jerry Craft of 
New Kid graphic novel fame and 
Kwame Alexander, who won the 
Newbery Medal for writing The 
Crossover—obviously had a blast 
writing the book, and you’ll have a 
great time reading it. 
 

LOL 101  
by David Roth  
Reading funny 
books is all 
well and 
good, but 
would you 
also like to BE 
funny? This 

book, by two professional 
comedians, breaks down how to 
write a joke, what makes a joke 
funny (surprise is a key element), 
and gives you tips on delivery and 
style. Read it, then come into the 
library in the fall and tell us a joke. 

 

Old School  
by Gordon 
Korman 
For years, 12-
year-old Dexter 
has lived in a 
Florida 
retirement 
community with 

his grandmother. A former English 
professor teaches him writing, an 
ex-military code-breaker takes care 
of math, he plays bingo for fun—it’s 
the bees knees! Then, a school 
truant officer shows up. Dexter has 
to go to an actual middle school. 
With his old-fashioned vocabulary 
and odd clothes and interests, it 
doesn’t go well. But when Dexter 
gets suspended for helping a kid by 
using a skill he learned from one of 
the old folks, things may be starting 
to change. 
 
Bud Not Buddy  

by Christopher 
Paul Curtis 
If you haven’t 
read this hilarious 
classic by the 
author of The 
Watsons Go to 
Birmingham, now 
is the time. It’s 

1936 and 10-year-old Bud, whose 
mother died when he was six, is on 
the run from a cruel foster family in 
search of the jazz musician he is 
sure is his father. Times are tough: 
The Great Depression is raging and 
racism is a constant presence, but 
Bud never loses hope—or his crazy 
sense of humor. The audiobook is 
especially great.

Chronicles of a Lizard 
Nobody by Patrick Ness 
Monitor Lizard Zeke never expected 
that being a hall monitor—a job 
he’s sure he was stuck with because 
of his species—would land him in a 
full-blown feud with a pelican bully 
whose dad is a supervillain. 
Between defending his school with 
his friends, helping his mom 
navigate her depression, and 
protecting the cursed country of 
France that mysteriously appeared 
on his knee, Zeke's got a lot on his 
plate. This tale of an unlikely lizard 
hero is as touching as it is bonkers. 
 

Stand Up, Yumi Chung  
by Jessica Kim 
Yumi is a shy 
Korean-American 
11-year-old who 
is constantly 
writing standup 
comedy routines, 
and dreams of 
her own Netflix 

special. Her parents have other 
ideas—mostly involving school and 
studying. Yumi winds up living a 
double life trying to please both 
herself and her parents. When will 
she be able to tell everyone the 
truth? Funny and real!Why did the 

Owl cross 
the road? 



 

 

 

Outsider Kids  
by Betty Tang 

Companion to Parachute Kids. A 
snobby cousin shows up!   

 

 
Turning Twelve 
By Kathryn Ormsbee 

It isn’t easy! Bullies, crushes, 
parents … Companion to  

Growing Pangs. 
 

 
Almost Sunset 
By Wahab Algarmi 

It’s Ramadan and Hassan is fasting. 
Between his parents, soccer 

practice, and friends, it’s a lot. 

Gamerville 
by Johnnie Christmas  

Video game genius sent to … Camp 
Reset? No electronics!   

 

 
The Cartoonists Club 

by Raina Telgemeier  
and Scott McCloud 

Four kids make comics together. 
Everyone has a strength!  

 

 
Creature Clinic  
by Gavin Aung Than 

Kara is training as a doctor for 
mythical beings. Then a human 
shows up. Is it too dangerous to 

treat?   

 

 
Halfway to Somewhere 

by Jose Pimienta  
A nonbinary kid explores their 

identity after moving to the U.S.  
 

 
Botticelli’s Apprentice  

by Ursula Murray Husted 
Mella wants to be an artist, but it’s 
the 1400s and she’s a girl. Can she?

♥♥♥ 

1. Go to sora. 
2. Click on “explore.” 
3. Scroll down to the 

collection called 
“Graphic novels!” 

https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny


 

 

Ready, set, go! HOW MANY CAN YOU FINISH THIS SUMMER? 
 

City Spies by James Ponti 
Brooklyn is in court awaiting 
sentencing for computer hacking to 
expose her foster parents’ evil ways. 
Then, her luck changes. Immerse 
yourself in James Bond-style action 
with five kids from around the world 
who become spies for MI6 (the UK’s 
CIA) and take on missions that adults 
never could.  

     SIX BOOKS starting with City Spies 
 
Track Series by Jason Reynolds 

Ghost wants to be the fastest 
sprinter on his track team, but it 
turns out it takes more than just 
speed to be part of a team. His is the 
first story in this series about a 
group of kids with different 
backgrounds and different secrets 
who come together on an elite 
middle-school track team.  
FOUR BOOKS starting with Ghost  

 
Keeper of the Lost Cities  

by Shannon Messenger 
Sophie has always been able to read 
minds, but she never knew why. Then 
a boy she meets on a school field trip 
reveals the reason for her gift—and 
tells her she must leave her life and 
family behind. She does. A wildly 
engaging, magical series that will 
entertain you all summer.  

TEN BOOKS starting with Keeper of the Lost Cities

Wells & Wong Mysteries  
by Robin Stevens  
Agatha Christie-style tales featuring 
two young detectives who are 
students at a boarding school in 
1930s England. In the first book, the 
crime-obsessed duo sets up an 
agency only to find there are no 
cases—until their science teacher 
turns up DEAD.  

NINE BOOKS starting with Murder is Bad Manners 
 
Baseball Genius  

by Tim Green & Derek 
Jeter New York Yankees star James 
“JY” Yager is in a slump and needs 
help. He gets it from an unlikely 
source: a 12 year old named Jalen—
who is a genius at predicting pitches. 
Great baseball action along with 
family and friend drama.  

THREE BOOKS starting with Baseball Genius 
 
The One and Only Series  

by Katherine Applegate  
A gorilla named Ivan, a dog named 
Bob, and a young elephant named 
Ruby. The three met at the Big Top 
Mall, where Ivan had lived in a glass 
box for 27 years, an attraction for 
humans. Their unlikely friendships 
allowed them to move past difficult 
earlier lives. FOUR BOOKS starting 

with The One and Only Ivan

All of these are also on Sora — to read whenever you want 
Percy Jackson by Rick Riordan • Front Desk by Kelly Yang • Spy School by Stuart Gibbs • His Dark 

Materials by Philip Pullman Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling • Aru Shah by Roshani Chokshi • Wings of 
Fire by Tui T. Sutherland • The Books of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau  • Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

Fudge Series by Judy Blume • The Vanderbeekers by Karina Yan Glaser The Penderwicks by Jeanne 
Birdsall • Land of Stories by Chris Colfer • Gaither Sisters Trilogy by Rita Williams Garcia  



 

 

Sora is our digital library. Every book on this list is available through Sora in ebook or 
audiobook format, or both. You can read ebooks directly on a computer or you can 

download the Sora app to your device and read that way. You can also read on a Kindle or 
Kindle app. You can listen to audiobooks with the Sora app or on a computer.  

Read on for more info. Please use Sora a lot this summer!  
It’s easy and fun. 

 
• Getting There: Access the Saint Ann’s Digital library through Sora at 
https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny or use the Sora app, which you can download from 
the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.  
  
• Logging In: When logging into Sora for the first time, you’ll be prompted to find your school. If 
Saint Ann’s doesn’t pop up, search for it, then log in with your Saint Ann’s Google credentials. 
Sora allows you to add other participating libraries, including the Brooklyn Public Library, so 
you can search multiple libraries at once and have access to their collections along with ours. 
 
• Finding Books: To search for a title, click the “explore” icon at the bottom of the page/app 
and a search bar will appear at the top. You can also browse lists and collections, including 
this summer reading list.  

 
• Checkouts and Returns: You may have a maximum of four titles checked out at once and 
the checkout period is four weeks. No stress about returning books! If you don’t return a title 
yourself, it will automatically return at the end of the checkout period. You may return a book 
early—on the app or website—so you can check out more or so others can read it. (Many of our 
ebooks and audiobooks can be checked out by only one person at a time.) 
 
• Kindle: To send an ebook to read on your Kindle, click on the “shelf” icon at the bottom of the 
page. Choose “send to device,” then “send to Kindle.” 
 
• More Help: Visit the Sora help page at https://help.soraapp.com/en-us/home.htm 

 
 

Current and past summer reading lists can be found online at: 
http://saintannsny.org/divisions-and-offices/library/high-school-library/reading-list/ 

 
 

Have a wonderful summer! 
 

Love, 
Your Librarians 

Denise, Ragan, and B Mann

Something 
dark. We are 

nocturnal,  
after all. 

Hey. What 
are you 
going to 

read first?  

https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny
https://help.soraapp.com/en-us/home.htm
http://saintannsny.org/divisions-and-offices/library/high-school-library/reading-list/

