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Saint Ann’s Library 
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for Students Entering 
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Mysteries & Thrillers • Rom Com-ish Fun • Adaptations 

• Fantasy, Magic & Dystopian Worlds • Real Stuff •  
Realistic-ish Fiction • Graphic Novels 
 

 

Top Three Not-to-Be-Missed Books. So Good! 

Everything is 
Tuberculosis: The 
History and Persistence 
of our Deadliest 
Infec;on by John Green 

 
Tuberculosis germs have been 
found in the skeletons of early man, 
da;ng back 9,000 years. Now, 
about 10,000 people are diagnosed 
with TB every year. We could have 
eradicated TB forever—what 
happened? Green (of YA fame) tells 
the story of a young man from 
Sierra Leone with drug-resistant 
tuberculosis, placing his story 
within a global framework rife with 
corporate greed and racism. 2 🎧 

Sunrise on the Reaping 
by Suzanne Collins  
 
Twenty-four years 
before he mentors 

Katniss and Peeta in The Hunger 
Games, 16-year-old Haymitch 
Abernathy is about to be reaped 
with 47 other tributes–double the 
usual amount–in honor of the 
second Quarter Quell. Devasta;on, 
rebellion, poli;cal intrigue, super 
sa;sfying ;e-ins to the earlier 
books in the series. Read the other 
books in the series first, but don’t 
miss this one. 2 🎧 

God of the Woods by Liz 
Moore  
 
It's the summer of 1975 
at Camp Emerson in the 

Adirondack Mountains. The girls in 
Balsam Cabin wake to find that 13-
year-old Barbara is missing. She is 
the daughter of the Van Laar family 
who own and run the camp. Does 
her disappearance have anything to 
do with her brother Bear's 
disappearance in 1961? Bear was 
never found. What will happen to 
Barbara? 2 🎧 
 

 

Whooo wants to 
read a book? 

Read books all summer with Sora, the Saint Ann’s Digital Library! Access it at 
https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny 

Most titles on this list are available on Sora as an ebook, audiobook, or both.  
2 means ebook, 🎧 means audiobook, 2 🎧 means both 

See the end of this list for more instructions. 
 

https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny
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MYSTERIES & THRILLERS

The Grandest Game by 
Jennifer Barnes 
 
Puzzles, games, danger, 
and romance await in 

this new series set in the world of 
the Inheritance Games—a year 
acer we last saw Avery and the 
Hawthornes. Can be read as a 
standalone, but beder if you’ve 
already read the original trilogy. 
Anyone can play the Grandest 
Game, they just need one of seven 
golden ;ckets to enter. Players are 
challenged physically, mentally, and 
emo;onally. If only everyone 
played by the rules… 2 
 

 Flavia de Luce series by 
Alan Bradley 
 
Eleven-year-old Flavia, 
an eccentric science 

prodigy with a penchant for poison, 
lives in an ancient English country 
house. Fearless and unflappable, 
she solves crimes. Totally fun. The 
series has 12 books, the first three 
are: The Sweetness at the Bo3om of 
the Pie, The Weed that Strings the 
Hangman's Bag, and A Red Herring 
Without Mustard2 🎧 
 

Promise Boys by Nick 
Brooks 
 
When the principal of 
Urban Promise Prep 

school is murdered, the police focus 
on three students of color as the 
most likely suspects. They have to 
work together to prove their 
innocence and find the real killer 
before it’s too late. 2  
 

Only She Came 
Back by Margot 
Harrison  
 
On July 28 at 6:30 p.m., 

Kiri Dunsmore walks out of the 
desert wearing her boyfriend’s 
sweatshirt, covered in his blood. 
Dazed and on the verge of 
unconsciousness, she tells a cashier 
that he’s s;ll out there and most 
likely dead. The disappearance of 
Callum Massey, a “survival guru” 
with hundreds of thousands of 
YouTube followers, rocks the 
na;on. And Kiri is a prime suspect. 
True-crime fana;c Sam is 
determined to solve the case. 2 
 

We’ll Never Tell by 
Wendy Hear 
 
High school is almost 
over and the four 

friends who run a viral YouTube 
channel want to do one last epic 
episode and film at the infamous 
Valen;ni “murder house,” which 
has been lec abandoned since a 
shocking murder/suicide occurred 
there in 1972. The teens break in 
and capture epic footage, but 
someone trips an alarm and they 
scramble to get out before the 
police arrive. They soon realize only 
three of them escaped. 2 
 

Girl in the Blue Coat by 
Monica Hesse  
 
It is 1943, and Dutch 
teenager Hanneke 

supports her family by selling hard-
to-find goods on the black market. 
Though her boyfriend was killed on 

the front lines when Germany 
invaded, she knows nothing of how 
the Nazi regime treats Jews. All that 
changes when a woman asks 
Hanneke to find not a product but a 
person: a Jewish person the woman 
has been hiding in her home who 
has suddenly disappeared. A page-
turning historical mystery!  2  
 

Death at Morning 
House by Maureen 
Johnson 
 
Marlowe needs to get 

out of town fast acer accidentally 
seqng a house on fire in an 
adempt to impress a girl. She jumps 
at the chance to be a tour guide at 
Morning House, a mansion built on 
an island in the 1920s and 
abandoned shortly thereacer due 
to two mysterious unsolved deaths. 
When Marlowe’s boss disappears, 
it turns out the mysterious 
happenings at Morning House are 
not just in the past. 2 🎧 
 

Truly Devious by 
Maureen Johnson 
  
Ellingham Academy is 
infamous for the 1930s 

kidnapping of the founder's wife 
and daughter. A mysterious riddle 
signed “Truly, Devious” was lec 
behind, but the crime remained 
unsolved. Stevie Bell, a new student 
at the Vermont school, plans to 
solve the cold case, but Truly 
Devious seems to return to the 
school when a new murder takes 
place. There are two others in the 
series: The Vanishing Stair and The 
Hand on the Wall. 2 🎧 

What types of books do 
owls like to read? 
Whooo-dunnits! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riddle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_case
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ROM COM-ISH FUN 
 

Salaam, with Love by 
Sara Sharaf Beg 
 
Spending the holy 
month of Ramadan in 
Queens with her more 

conserva;ve extended family isn’t 
exactly how Dua imagined visi;ng 
NYC (she’s from Virginia). There’s 
the fas;ng all day to contend with, 
as well as her rather reserved 
about-to-be-married cousin, 
Mahoor. Things start to look up 
when Hasaan, a cute drummer in a 
Muslim band shows up. 2 🎧 
 

The Other Boleyn Girl by 
Philippa Gregory 
 
Racy historical fic;on set 
during the reign of King 

Henry VIII in England. Henry is 
famous for beheading two of his 
wives. Most are familiar with Anne 
Boleyn, Henry's wife acer he 
annulled his marriage with 
Katherine of Aragon. This novel 
features Anne's younger sister 
Mary, who was King Henry's 
mistress before Anne. Perhaps not 
a rom com. 2 
 

This is My Brain in Love 
by I.M. Gregorio.  
 
Jocelyn Wu has a plan to 
save her family’s soon-

to-go-out-of business Chinese 
restaurant. With her father’s 
reluctant approval, she decides to 
hire a summer intern to help out at 
the restaurant and increase its 
online presence. Enter William 

Domenici, the son of a Nigerian 
doctor and an Italian lawyer. 
Recommended for foodies. 2 
 

Highly Suspicious and 
Unfairly Cute by Talia  
Hibbert 
 
Ex-friends Bradley 

(super cool football player who 
hides his OCD well) and Celine 
(uncool and conspiracy-theory-
obsessed) end up on an outdoors 
survival course together. Can they 
overlook their past and work 
together to win the grand prize? 
Spoiler alert: Yes. 2 🎧 
 

The Gentleman's Guide 
to Vice and Virtue by 
Mackenzi Lee  
 
Henry “Monty” 

Montague, a young bisexual Bri;sh 
lord, embarks on a yearlong grand 
tour of Europe with his best 
friend/secret crush. Since Monty’s 
going to have to sedle down and 
become respectable acer the tour, 
he decides to make this escapade 
one last hedonis;c hurrah. An 18th-
century roman;c adventure for the 
modern age. Sequels: The Lady's 
Guide to PeCcoats and Piracy and 
The Nobleman's Guide to Scandal 
and Shipwrecks. 2 🎧           
        

The Song of Achilles by 
Madeline Miller 
 
Love! Adventure! 
Ac;on! This retelling of 

the legend of Achilles and the 

Trojan War has it all. Acer reading 
this page-turner, read Miller’s Circe, 
featuring the bewitching sorceress 
of The Odyssey. 2 🎧      
          

BePer Than the Movies 
by Lynn Painter 
 
Liz has always loved 
Michael and when he 

miraculously moves back to town 
acer being away (yay!), Liz is 
determined to make him her prom 
date. How? With the help of her 
pain-in-the-bud next door 
neighbor, Wes, who has somehow 
befriended Michael. Wes is her in 
with Michael. As usual in a rom 
com, things don’t go as planned. 
Love is in the air. Sequel: Nothing 
Like the Movies. 2  
 

Frankly in Love by David 
Yoon 
 
Frank Li is in love with 
Brit, who is funny and 

goofy, just like Frank. Great, right? 
Wrong. Although born in California, 
Frank’s tradi;onal Korean parents 
expect him to date only Korean 
girls. Brit is white. So, Joy Song, 
Frank’s friend who has similarly 
tradi;onal parents, offers to be his 
girlfriend. Great, right? Wrong 
again. 2 🎧  
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ADAPTATIONS 
 

 
Pride and Prejudice by 
Jane Austen 
 
Romance and SO much 
more. Wit and keen 

observa;ons steal the show in this 
classic featuring Elizabeth Bennet 
and the eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam 
Darcy. She thinks he’s arrogant and 
conceited. He is not impressed by 
her beauty and intelligence. Spoiler: 
They change their opinions about 
each other. Neulix is planning a 
new series starring Emma Corrin, 
Lack Lowdan, and Olivia 
Coleman.2 🎧 
 

Shadow and Bone by 
Leigh Bardugo 
 
When soldier Alina 
Starkov’s regiment is 
adacked by monsters 

crossing the dark Shadow Fold, she 
is posi;ve she won’t make it. But 
Alina survives by releasing a 
dormant magic she didn’t know she 
possessed. As a result, she begins 
training with the Grisha, her 
country’s magical military elite, 
commanded by their leader known 
as Darkling. He has faith in Alina’s 
magical prowess…if she can harness 
it. There are three interconnected 
series, but each can stand alone. 
HBO produced two seasons based 
on the first three books. Series: 
Shadow and Bone: Shadow and 
Bone, Siege and Storm, Ruin and 
Rising; Six of Crows: Six of Crows, 
Crooked Kingdom; King of Scars: 
King of Scars and Rule of Wolves. 2  

The Vanishing Half by 
Brit Benned  
 
Desiree and Stella are 
twins born in the 1950s. 

Although different, their 
rela;onship is intense—they even 
escape their small hometown 
together at the age of 16. So how 
does one end up back at home with 
her daughter while the other leaves 
the family behind to pass for white? 
You’ll have to read to find out. 
HBO’s planned series will be 
produced by Issa Rae. 2 🎧 

 
Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Brontë  
 
Heathcliff, an orphan, is 
taken in by the wealthy 

Earnshaw family. He and the 
daughter of the family fall 
passionately in love. But when they 
grow up she chooses to marry 
Edgar Linton, a man with much 
higher social standing. Heathcliff 
vows revenge. Read this classic 
before the movie comes out 
starring Margot Robbie and Jacob 
Elordi. 2 🎧 
 

Blackout by Dhonielle 
Clayton and others 
 
Six authors (including 
Nicola Yoon and Angie 

Thomas!) collaborated on this novel 
comprised of intersec;ng stories. 
Friendship, romance, and a whole 
mess of other stuff goes down one 
sweltering summer night when a 
blackout hits New York City. 
Adapta;on planned by Higher 

Ground (the Obamas’ produc;on 
company). 2 🎧 

 
I Know What You Did 
Last Summer by Lois 
Duncan 
 
Four teens are in a hit-

and-run accident that results in a 
boy's death. They leave the body, 
make an anonymous phone call to 
the police, and vow never to speak 
of what happened again. But soon 
one of the four receives a note that 
says, "I know what you did last 
summer," and they find themselves 
running for their lives. Originally 
published in 1973. Watch the movie 
coming out this July (apparently a 
sequel to a 1997 movie adapta;on 
by the same name). 2 
 

Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage 
Murders and the Birth 
of the FBI by David 
Grann  

 
In the 1800s the Osage Indians 
were relegated to land that no 
white people wanted—well, not 
un;l oil was discovered. By the 
1920s the Osage were incredibly 
wealthy. They drove fancy cars, 
built mansions, and traveled. Soon, 
however, various Osage started 
dying mysteriously. The bodies 
piled up before any proper 
inves;ga;on was carried out. 
Watch Mar;n Scorsese’s film 
starring Lily Gladstone, Tantoo 
Cardinal, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jesse 
Plemons, and Robert De Niro. 2 🎧  

 
 

https://deadline.com/2024/09/margot-robbie-jacob-elordi-wuthering-heights-emerald-fennell-1236097151/
https://deadline.com/2024/09/margot-robbie-jacob-elordi-wuthering-heights-emerald-fennell-1236097151/
https://www.amazon.com/Dhonielle-Clayton/e/B00SGJEX96/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Dhonielle-Clayton/e/B00SGJEX96/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Homegoing by Yaa 
Gyasi 
 
Effia and Esi are half-
sisters—born to the 

same Asante woman in the mid-
1800s in what is now known as 
Ghana—who never actually meet. 
Effia marries an Englishman who 
par;cipates in the Gold Coast slave 
trade. Esi is sold into slavery and 
sent to America. Every chapter 
focuses on a descendant of the 
original sisters, both in Ghana and 
in America. Masterful. Sorry—no 
film yet, but there really should be! 
2 🎧 
 

The Nigh;ngale by 
Kristen Hannah 
 
During World War II in 
German-occupied, war-

torn France, two sisters face the 
reality of war under vastly different 
circumstances. Vianne, whose 
house is requisi;oned by a German 
captain while her husband is off 
figh;ng, is forced to live with the 
enemy while her sister, Isabelle, 
risks her life to join the resistance. 
Movie to be released eventually.  🎧 
 

Dune by Frank Herbert  
 
First published in 1965, 
Dune is a sci-fi classic. 
Paul Atreides is heir to a 

noble throne; he rules over an 
inhospitable world where thinking 
machines (like computers) have 
been rejected. The only thing of 
value is a substance known as the 
spice melange–it prolongs life, 
protects against disease, and 
enhances abili;es. When the 
Atreides family is betrayed, the 

young heir embarks on an epic 
path. Timothée Chalamet stars in 
the 2021 movie. A sequel came out 
in 2024. Start with these (there are 
many more). Series: Dune, Dune 
Messiah, Children of Dune. 2  
 

A Good Girl’s Guide to 
Murder by Holly Jackson 
 
Five years ago, Andie 
was murdered by her 

boyfriend, Sal, and then Sal died by 
suicide. Pip has always felt there 
was something more to the story, 
and now that she’s a senior, she’s 
decided to devote her senior 
project to discovering the truth. It 
appears, however, that someone 
doesn’t want the truth discovered. 
Watch the BBC series starring 
Emma Myers on Neulix. Series: A 
Good Girl’s Guide to Murder; Good 
Girl, Bad Blood; and As Good as 
Dead. 2 🎧 
 

Carrie by Stephen King 
 
A horror classic. Carrie 
has a gic she's kept 
secret since she was a 

lidle girl: she can move things with 
her mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. 
When the teasing and taunts from 
her cruel classmates become too 
much, Carrie’s gic becomes deadly. 
Oh so deadly. Read the book before 
Amazon’s mini-series comes out. 2 

🎧 
 

We Were Liars by E. 
Lockhart 
 
Cadence Sinclair and her 
close-knit circle of 

friends, known as The Liars, spend 
their summers on a private island, 

living the kind of life only extreme 
wealth can provide. The summer 
Cadence is 15, a terrible accident 
occurs. It is now two years on and 
Cadence is s;ll trying to figure out 
what really happened that fateful 
summer. Watch the series 
premiering on Amazon this 
June. Sequel: Family of Liars. 2  
 

When Dimple Met Rishi 
by Sandhya Menon 
 
The parents of Dimple 
Shah and Rishi Patel 

want to arrange a marriage 
between the two teens. Rishi is all 
in, but Dimple has other plans—
she’s going to Stanford. The two 
meet at a summer program for 
aspiring web developers and clash 
big ;me. Romance! Humor! Watch 
the 2020 Neulix series, 
Mismatched, starring Prajakta Koli. 
Sequels: There’s Something about 
SweeRe and 10 Things I Hate about 
Pinky. 2 🎧 
 

The Uglies by Scod 
Westerfeld  
 
In this futuris;c society 
everyone remains ugly 

un;l age sixteen when an opera;on 
transforms you into a “predy.” 
Preqes live together and just party 
all the ;me. A few months before 
she turns sixteen, Tally meets Shay 
who introduces her to another 
world, a world where people live 
free, a world where she learns the 
truth about the predy world— and 
it’s not that predy! The Neulix 
movie came out in 2024, starring 
Joey King and Laverne Cox. Series: 
Uglies, PreCes, Specials, and 
Extras. 2 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0765382032?ots=1&tag=vulture-20&ascsubtag=__vu0526awd__clqzc9cqw00000qb8laprz35y__216665________3________google.com
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0765382032?ots=1&tag=vulture-20&ascsubtag=__vu0526awd__clqzc9cqw00000qb8laprz35y__216665________3________google.com
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FANTASY, MAGIC, & DYSTOPIAN WORLDS 
 

Lightlark by Alex Aster   
 
Every 100 years  
Lightlark hosts a deadly 
game where the rulers 

of the six realms are invited to play   
for a chance to break the wicked 
curses that have plagued their 
realms for centuries. To destroy the 
curses, one ruler must die. Isla 
Crown is ruler of Wildling—a realm 
of temptresses cursed to kill 
anyone they fall in love with, who 
are coun;ng on Isla to end their 
suffering. To survive, Isla must lie, 
cheat, and betray... but love 
complicates things. Sequels: 
Nightbane and Skyshade 2 🎧 
 

Red Rising by Pierce 
Brown 
 
Darrow is a Red—the 
lowest of the low in his 

class-conscious society. He is 16, 
married, and works in a mining 
colony on Mars. When his wife is 
executed, he gets recruited by a 
rebel group to infiltrate the 
government (Golds); life will never 
be the same. Series: Red Rising, 
Golden Son, Morning Star, Iron 
Gold, Dark Age, and Light Bringer. 
2 🎧 
 

Dungeon Crawler Carl 
by Mad Dinniman 
 
Carl is living with his ex 
girlfriend’s cat, Princess 

Donut, when the world is fladened 
and he and the cat (and a couple 
million other humans) have to go 
underground in order to compete 

in an elaborate galaxy-wide video 
game-like television program. Yes, 
Earth has been destroyed for the 
sake of a galac;c television game. 
Read the second book in the seven 
book series: Carl’s Doomsday 
Scenario. 2 
 

Breath of the Dragon by 
Shannon Lee and Fonda 
Lee  
 
Jun is forbidden by his 

father to par;cipate in the elite 
Guardian’s Tournament because he 
is not breathmarked (born with a 
patch of dragon scales and blessed 
with special abili;es). But Jin is 
determined to prove his worth so 
that he and his father can be 
reunited with their family and 
correct a horrible mistake that 
caused their banishment from his 
home, mother, and twin brother. 
Note: Shannon Lee is Bruce Lee’s 
daughter and this fantasy is a 
mar;al arts bonanza. 2 
 

A Court of Thorns and 
Roses by Sarah J. Maas  
 
When Feyre kills a wolf 
in the woods she seals 

her fate—not in a good way. She 
must spend the rest of her life in 
the treacherous world of the Fae as 
the cap;ve of the immortal faerie, 
Tamlin. Intrigue, drama, and 
romance. The ACOTAR Series: A 
Court of Thorns and Roses, A Court 
of Mist and Fury, A Court of Wings 
and Ruin, A Court of Frost and 
Starlight, and A Court of Silver 
Flames. 2 🎧 

Snowglobe by Soyoung 
Park 
 
Earth is a frozen 
wasteland, except for 

the Snowglobe where residents live 
under a climate-controlled dome. 
Those who live outside the dome 
are pacified by 24-hour TV show 
featuring the glamorous lives of the 
globe residents. Chobahm, who 
lives outside the dome, gets 
selected to live inside the globe. 
Dream come true–or nightmare? 
Read the sequel cleverly named 
Snowglobe 2. 2 🎧 
 

Unwind by Neal 
Shusterman 
 
The warring Pro-Choice 
and Pro-Life armies 

compromised acer the second Civil 
War—no pregnancy can be 
terminated. But when children turn 
13, they can be unwound so that 
their organs can be repurposed—so 
technically not dead. Connor, Risa, 
and Lev are slated for unwinding. 
Series: Unwind, UnWholly, 
UnSouled, and UnDivided. 2  
 

Fourth Wing by 
Rebecca Yarros  
 
Violet’s mother (the 
general) forces her to 

join Basgiath War College to 
become a dragon rider. It’s a death 
sentence for her because she’s 
small, fragile, and hated by her 
peers. The op;ons are graduate or 
die. Series: Iron Flame and Onyx 
Storm. 2 🎧
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REAL STUFF 
 

Shackled: A Tale of 
Wronged Kids, Rogue 
Judges, and a Town 
that Looked Away by 
Candy J. Cooper.  

 
This is the story of one of the 
largest and most serious viola;ons 
of children’s rights in the history of 
the American legal system. Two no-
nonsense judges in the early 2000s 
in Pennsylvania systema;cally 
inflicted harsh sentences for 
seemingly pedy infrac;ons. Soon 
the newly built for-profit deten;on 
center filled up with children and a 
sinister padern of abuses and 
bribery emerged. 2 🎧 
 

Death in the Jungle: 
Murder, Betrayal and 
the Lost Dream of 
Jonestown by Candace 
Fleming.  

 
Did you ever wonder where the 
phrase “Drink the Kool-Aid” came 
from? Well, it originated with the 
horrifying and true events that 
occurred in 1978 when 900 
members of the People’s Temple 
movement died acer drinking a 
cyanide-laced flavored drink, 
encouraged by their leader, Jim 
Jones. 2 🎧 
 

The Wager by David 
Grann  
 
A Bri;sh ship named The 
Wager lec in 1740 on a 

secret mission during a war with 
Spain, ran into lots of troubles, and 
shipwrecked on a desolate island 

off the coast of Patagonia. The 
sailors, acer starving for months, 
built a boat of sorts and sailed for 
more than a hundred days, 
travelling nearly 3,000 miles. They 
were greeted as heroes in England, 
but six months later another boat 
of castaways landed from The 
Wager and they had a different 
story to tell...just be glad you 
weren't a sailor in the 1800s. 2 🎧 

 
Coming Home by 
Bridany Griner and 
Michelle Burford 
 
This is WBNA star 

Bridany Griner’s first-hand account 
of her ten-month ordeal as a 
prisoner in a Russian penal colony. 
Her sentence was nine years, but 
she was ul;mately freed acer 
Russia and the U.S. agreed to a 
prisoner swap. 2 🎧 
 

Into the Wild by Jon 
Krakauer  
 
In 1992, Christopher 
Johnson McCandless, a 

privileged young man, gave up all 
his worldly possessions and went to 
live in the wilderness of Alaska. His 
journey didn’t end well. 2 🎧 
 

I’m Glad My Mom Died 
by Jennede McCurdy  
 
Have you ever seen the 
Nickelodeon series 
iCarly? This is the 

memoir of Jennede, who played 
Sam on the show. Her mom pushed 
her into ac;ng, dominated every 

aspect of her life (i.e., restricted her 
ea;ng and even showered her un;l 
she was sixteen), and expected 
Jennede to financially support the 
en;re family. Bizarre stuff. 2  

 
 

Alive by Piers Paul Read 
 
In October of 1972, a 
Uruguayan plane 
carrying a team of rugby 

players crashed in the remote 
snowy peaks of the Andes. Only 16 
of the original 45 passengers 
survived when their ordeal ended 
ten weeks later. This is an 
incredible story of survival (yes, 
there is some cannibalism 
involved). Gripping. Watch the 
movie: Society of the Snow. 2 🎧  
 

Queer Ducks (and 
Other Animals): The 
Natural World of 
Animal Sexuality by 
Eliot Schrefer 
 

An incredibly entertaining 
explora;on of queer animal 
behavior. 2 🎧 
 

Solito by Javier Zamora  
 
Zamora travelled to the 
United States at the age 
of nine. The “trip,” as 

his parents called it, was supposed 
to last two weeks. Instead, it lasted 
a grueling two months and included 
a desert crossing, thirst, hunger, 
and fear as he and other migrants 
followed a coyote who was paid to 
lead them to safety. 2 🎧 
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REALISTIC-ISH FICTION  
 

Take a Sad Song by 
Ona Gritz 
 
It’s 1970 and Jane is 
partying a lot–along 

with other reckless behavior–
following the death of her father. 
Acer her arrest, she ends up at the 
New York State Training School for 
Girls for a year-long s;nt. School? 
In reality it’s more like a prison and 
Jane is bullied and is ocen put in 
isola;on. Things are bleak un;l she 
meets some other girls who dare to 
create a family of their own. 
Wriden in verse. 2 
 

Biology Lessons by 
Melissa Kantor 
 
Grace is planning to go 
to college in NYC and 

tutoring Jack in biology was meant 
to be just another ac;vity on her 
college applica;on. Some;mes, 
however, the best laid plans go 
awry. Grace gets pregnant and it 
appears her future is over before 
it’s begun…unless she can get an 
abor;on. In a state where abor;on 
is illegal, with parents who would 
expect her to keep the baby, this is 
not so easy. When Grace finds a 
phone number on a bathroom stall 
offering help, she and her two best 
friends embark on a trip across 
state lines in search of an abor;on. 
2 
 

Furia by Yamile Saied 
Méndez 
 
Camila lives in Argen;na 
and leads a double life. 

At home she’s a perfect obedient 

daughter, but on the soccer field 
she’s a fierce and talented player, 
aka La Furia. When her team 
qualifies for a big tournament, she 
gets a chance to fulfill her 
dreams…but will her family 
acknowledge that she even has 
dreams? 2 🎧 

 
True Biz by Sara Nović 
 
Charlie, who is Deaf 
and wears cochlear 
implants, doesn’t know 

much ASL because her hearing 
parents were told that she would 
be less likely to learn to speak 
English if she learned ASL. But now 
she is finally going to go to school 
with other Deaf kids. Charlie begins 
to learn ASL, meets heardhrob 
Aus;n, and learns about Deaf 
ac;vists and the struggle for 
disability rights. 2 🎧 
 

The Field Guide to the 
North American 
Teenager by Ben 
Philippe  
 

Norris is clever, cynical, and too 
smart for his own good. A Black 
French Canadian, he knows from 
watching sitcoms that none of 
those things bode well when you’re 
moving to Texas. Swea;ng a 
ridiculous amount, he finds himself 
cataloging everyone he meets. 
Widy, hilarious. 2 🎧 
 

Honeysuckle and Bone 
by Trisha Tobias.  
 
Carina has a gig as an  
au pair for the wealthy 

and powerful Hall family in Jamaica. 
The ;ming is perfect because 
Carina is dying to leave her past 
behind and reinvent herself. Soon 
creepy things start to happen and 
Carina realizes that someone, or 
something, is out to get her. Is it 
the Halls? The house itself? Or is 
her own past catching up with her? 
2 🎧 
 

Chronically Dolores 
by Maya Van 
Wagenen 
 
Eighth grade ended in 

humilia;on for Dolores acer she 
peed on the floor during a 
standardized test (her inters;;al 
cys;;s diagnosis causes her to have 
to pee all the ;me). Dolores meets 
Terpsichore (au;s;c and a very 
talented sewer) at a social skills-
building workshop and the two 
hatch a plan. Dolores is going to 
win back her social status and Terp 
is going to convince her mother 
that she can handle high school. 
Truly hilarious. 2 🎧 
 

Project Hail Mary by 
Andy Weir 
 
Ryland Grace wakes up 
from a coma to find 

that he’s hurtling through space on 
a ;ny ship. He has no idea why. 
Slowly he figures it out: He’s 
supposed to save Earth. Yikes. Lots 
of science, intrigue, and page-
turning suspense. 2  

  Hoot! 
Hoot! 
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Flamer by Mike Curato 
 
It’s 1995 and Aiden 
Navarro, a devout 
Catholic boy, is at Boy 

Scout camp the summer before 
high school. Camp is great (friends 
and archery) and not so great 
(bullies and “locker room” jokes 
which are NOT very funny). It’s a 
big summer for Aiden–figuring out 
who he is and all. 2 
 

Brownstone by Samuel 
Teer and Mar Julia 
 
When her mom goes 
on a summer trip 

without her, Almudena gets stuck 
staying with her dad who she really 
doesn’t know. He expects her to 
help fix up his old, broken-down 
brownstone and also navigate the 
language barrier of his rapid-fire 
Spanish—which she doesn’t speak. 
It’s going to be one heck of a 
summer. 2 
 
 
 

The Deep Dark by 
Molly Ostertag 
 
Magdalena, soon-to-be 
high school graduate, 

has a secret that could poten;ally 
kill someone if it got out. Mags 
keeps to herself mostly—un;l her 
childhood friend, Nessa, returns to 
their small desert town and upends 
everything. 2 
 

The Worst Ronin by 
Maggie Tokuda-Hall 
and Faith Schaffer 
 
When an unlikely pair 
of female samurai join 

forces, what begins as your run-of-
the-mill quest for glory and revenge 
evolves into something much more 
complicated. Turns out figh;ng 
actual demons doesn’t mean you’re 
not running from your own internal 
ones. Nimona meets A3ack on 
Titan. Edgy and hilarious. 2 
 

Song of a Blackbird by 
Maria van Lieshout 
 
In 1943, Emma joins the 
Dutch Resistance acer 

witnessing Jewish families being 
sent to concentra;on camps. In 
2011, Annick’s world has changed 
as well. A search for a bone marrow 
donor for her beloved oma leads to 
a shocking revela;on: her 
grandmother was secretly adopted 
as a child. The only clues to finding 
their lost family are a series of art 
prints hanging on the wall―each 
signed by a mysterious “Emma B.” 
2 

 
The Black Panther 
Party by David F. 
Walker and Marcus 
Kwame Anderson 
 

Just who were the Black Panthers? 
Read about their social, 
educa;onal, and healthcare 
programs; their badle against 
police brutality; and the relentless 
harassment they received from the 
FBI. 2

Digital Library Facts: What you Need to Know 
 

Access the Saint Ann’s Digital Library through Sora at hdps://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny or use the free Sora app.
 
Logging In: The first ;me using Sora, you’ll have to find your school. If Saint Ann’s doesn’t pop up, search for it, then log 
in with your Saint Ann’s Google creden;als. Sora allows you to add other libraries, including the Brooklyn Public Library, 
so you can search mul;ple libraries at once and check out ;tles using one plauorm. 
 
Finding Books: Use the “explore” icon to search for a ;tle. You can also browse curated collec;ons. Other: Four ;tles 
may be checked out at a ;me and the checkout period is four weeks. You may return books on the app or website. If you 
don’t return a book yourself, it will automa;cally return. You can download to a Kindle if you use one. Current and past 
lists can be found online HERE. 

https://soraapp.com/library/saintannssny
https://saintannsny.org/divisions-and-offices/library/high-school-library/reading-list/

