
October 23, 2020

Dear Saint Ann’s Community, 
 
For decades, one of the spiritual through-lines at Saint Ann’s has been poetry. From “Poem in Your Pocket Day” 
in Preschool to our high school poets, the writing and reading of poetry knits us together. So if you are looking 
for respite in poetry, the high school poetry seminar invites you to rest your eyes (or close them) and just listen. By 
dialing extension 333 from the Saint Ann’s phone tree, you will hear a poem read by a high school student. A new 
poem will be available each week.

As for news less readily found in poetry, please note several important announcements in this weekly update.

Health and Safety

Flu Shots
Last month we advised all faculty, staff and students to get a flu shot this year. We want to remind you that if you 
have not yet done so we strongly recommend getting a flu shot before the end of this month. Employees can see 
the nurses in either the Bosworth or Farber Buildings to do so.

New Testing Program
Thanks for your patience while we sought guidance from our medical advisory group (who on our behalf solicited 
detailed advice from specialists at the NYU Department of Population Health) on a school-wide Covid-19 
surveillance testing program. We are ready to share general information on the program that we expect to 
implement at school beginning the week of November 2. 

Saint Ann’s has contracted with Mirimus, Inc. to provide weekly, pooled, saliva-based PCR surveillance testing 
with rapid turnaround times. “Surveillance testing” means sampling a certain percentage of the school population 
weekly to monitor for increasing or decreasing prevalence of Covid-19. The goal of this type of testing is to be 
able to detect any outbreaks at school early, while spread is limited and more readily controlled, in order to inhibit 
further community spread and maximize our in-person learning days. 

Students and employees who are coming to school in person will be provided with everything they need to collect 
saliva samples at home and bring them to a school nurse on one of their in-person days. We will test approximately 
one quarter of our in-person population each week, so each individual is likely to be tested about once per month.

Our new testing plan adds an additional layer of protection for our community but does not replace masking, 
distancing, hand hygiene and all of the other health and safety protocols we have in place this year. Those 
remain our first line of defense in preventing virus transmission at school. Testing is an additional tool we will 
use toward meeting our goal of keeping Saint Ann’s open for in-person instruction while community spread 
remains low in our area. 

Vincent Tompkins
Head of School
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Attached to this note you will find more details, including how surveillance testing works, the model our program 
relies on, and the general logistics and schedule by division. Over the next week we will follow up with additional 
information and complete instructions. If you have questions about the attached information in the meantime, 
reach out to our nurses (nurses@saintannsny.org) or to Associate Head of School Jason Asbury (jasbury@
saintannsny.org). 

Quarantine Policy
With the implementation of surveillance testing we will adjust our policies for when we ask students or staff to 
isolate and transition to distance learning. Our new policy follows guidelines for schools issued by both the city 
and state health departments. Whole classes, pods or grades of students will not be instructed to stay home every 
time test results of a classmate or teacher are pending. Instead, individuals will be asked to quarantine only if 
they are identified as close contacts of someone with a confirmed case of Covid-19.

When testing was slower and harder to access, we took a more conservative approach than what the guidelines 
required, asking students and teachers to stay home pending test results of those with whom they were in contact. 
With a surveillance testing program in place at school we are comfortable making this change in our policy and 
hope it will prove less disruptive to students and families.

There is no change to the protocols we will follow In the event that there is a laboratory-confirmed case of 
Covid-19 in school. All close contacts will be notified by the school nurses and the Department of Health and 
required to quarantine for 14 days after last known contact with the person who tested positive. Additionally, 
we will work with the DOHMH to assess any risk of exposure to the school community. We will notify the full 
community and offer clear guidance and decisions for next steps.

Travel Planning
As you plan travel for the coming months, please bear in mind the 14-day quarantine required of anyone 
returning to New York from states or countries on the New York State travel advisory list. Current New York 
State guidelines do not permit testing out of quarantine. Saint Ann’s students and employees are expected to 
complete any state-mandated quarantine periods before returning to any school building. 

COVID Alert NY Contact Tracing App
New York State has released a contract tracing mobile phone app. We encourage you to download the app as one 
more layer of protection in keeping our community–and all of the communities of which we are all a part–safe. 
To learn more and download the app click here. 

This Week’s Numbers
We have no confirmed cases of Covid-19 among students or employees to report to you this week. We have 
updated the dashboard on the Parent Portal. 

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy weekend.

Love,
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