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November 6, 2020

Dear Saint Ann’s Community, 

In a nation grown accustomed to knowing things the minute they happen, to newsfeeds, news alerts, tweets and 
retweets, ‘refreshes’ that do quite the opposite of refresh, this week’s presidential election has asked of us a degree 
of patience seldom seen in the digital age. It seems certain that patience, and vigilance in defense of the most basic 
democratic norms, will be needed to see us through the weeks ahead. 

And vigilance in observing all of our health and safety protocols, and in monitoring local and national public 
health data, remains a watchword for us. We have seen across the globe the challenge of keeping up our guard in 
the face of a virus that is relentless. We must keep ours up at Saint Ann’s.

Health and Safety

Pool Testing Update
Thanks to your cooperation and support, our Mirimus surveillance testing program got off to a smooth start this 
week. As a reminder, all samples need to be in by 12:00pm on your designated day. At the Bosworth Building and 
the Farber Building, samples should be dropped in the brightly colored boxes at the door during drop-off. 

One update regarding the saliva collection instructions: please fill the tube all the way rather than to the 
halfway point. We have found that air bubbles can make the tube appear halfway full, but when the sample 
settles the volume is not adequate for testing. Again, thank you for your help, we know this process can be 
unpleasant and take some getting used to. 

Parents, if you have not yet filled out the testing consent form via the Parent Portal please do so at your earliest 
convenience. 

Going forward, the data on any confirmed individual positive cases of Covid-19 that we discover as a result of our 
school-wide surveillance testing will be incorporated into our existing weekly Covid-19 data dashboard.

Holiday Travel and Revised NYS Travel Advisory
As I wrote yesterday, New York State recently revised their travel and quarantine policies. The updated travel 
advisory can be found here. We are gathering information on the community’s holiday travel plans to inform 
school operations in the coming weeks and months, and are urging everyone to avoid non-essential travel and 
large gatherings as part of our full community effort to keep Saint Ann’s healthy and safe.

Parents can click here to fill out the family survey via the Parent Portal and employees can access the survey 
through their Saint Ann’s Google accounts using the link in yesterday’s email. We are hoping to have all survey 
responses in today to inform our planning and protocols.

We are in the process of updating the daily Ruvna screening to reflect the new NYS policy.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://family.veracross.com/sa/login


This Week’s Numbers
We have no confirmed cases of Covid-19 among students or employees to report to you this week. We have 
updated the dashboard. As new virus cases have been gradually climbing in the city in recent weeks, everyone’s 
continued and consistent attention to masking, distancing, hand hygiene, pool testing, and all of our other health 
and safety protocols remains critical. 

As a reminder, there is no school this coming Wednesday, November 11 in observance of Veterans Day and in 
order to accommodate parent-teacher conferences in several divisions that day.

Wishing you a safe and happy weekend.

Yours,

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YVFtmdbxjmipXkpWO_t7BCRzfT26tdzIoB6vQz_y9dI/edit

