
September 18, 2020

Dear Families, Faculty and Staff,

I am writing with a brief update as we come to the end of our first full week of the new school year. Every day 
has brought challenges, so I want to share my perspective on how it went and let you know about some new 
information we will be sharing going forward.

This week we saw exceptional displays of flexibility, adaptation and love in this new school environment. 
Students coming in person are arriving early and keeping their masks on, families and staff are completing 
at-home screenings reliably, and everyone is establishing new daily routines. Thanks to this collective effort, we 
have not recorded any confirmed cases of Covid-19 among students, faculty or staff this week.

From preschoolers creating superhero dramas in the big room at Willow Place, to seeing the Bosworth lobby 
deployed for socially-distant instrument classes, to mask breaks on the Farber roof, to the routines of distance 
learning being reestablished, we are teaching and learning and caring for one another. Idyllic fall weather has 
allowed us to make generous use of many outdoor spaces on and immediately around campus for in-person 
instruction. We were able to secure a permit to use a section of Cadman Plaza Park regularly (our application 
for street closures has not yet met with similar success). Technologically, we continue to troubleshoot as 
problems come up in our hybrid and online classrooms.

In terms of health and safety, we have been following the protocols laid out in our reopening plan: referring 
any student or employee displaying symptoms associated with Covid-19 on campus for testing and permitting 
them to return only after they submit documentation of a negative test to our school nurses. In addition 
to communicating immediately with anyone in close contact with that person, we have been tracking such 
referrals. Beginning today, we will provide a weekly summary of that data, along with any confirmed cases, 
every Friday. The data summary will be available to view anytime through the Parent and Faculty Portals. We 
will also notify the full community via email of any confirmed cases as quickly as possible so that everyone has 
the information they need to make informed decisions. (As a reminder to parents and guardians, even on days 
when your child is not coming to campus, please keep our nurses informed by emailing nurses@saintannsny.
org about any symptoms or confirmed cases.) Our nurses will also continue to update the list of testing sites 
with shorter turnaround times. We continue to track key public health metrics which we will also include in 
our weekly summary, as these, along with our own internal tracking, will continue to inform our decisions and 
protocols. 

As packets of poetry begin to arrive once again in my inbox on this Friday morning, I am reminded that the 
symposium that is our school thrives amidst adversity.

Love,

Vincent Tompkins
Head of School

129 Pierrepont Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
718-522-1660 x202  |  vtompkins@saintannsny.org


